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her, the men of the village dismantled the machine, Mrs. Price 
was given a tremendous meal in the village inn, and then a 
dance was held there in her honour, to the accompaniment of 
an uccordian, while an English-speaking youth from the next 
village was fetched in to act as interpreter. : 

cm Wednesday, the 14th, J. C. Neilan, in a King Kite, 
was seen to get into a spin and get out of it again within a 
few hundred feet of the ground, and then proceeded to show 
how little such trifles worried the British team by going on a 
distance flight of 35 miles. Conditions were not very good, and 
al] distances achieved that day were between 20 and 60 miles, 
except for one of 108 miles by Hofmann. 

Thursday brougat only a hght wind and very sparse thermals, 
and, although a ‘‘ cold front ’’ was expected, it failed to arrive 
till after sunset. 

Friday brought some good distance flights, the best being a 
flight by the Polish pilot Baranowski of 187 miles to Ketzin, 
near Potsdam. He was apparently trying for the prize of 
R.M. 3,000 offered some time ago by a Berlin newspaper for 
the first soaring flight from the Wasserkuppe to Berlin, but 
there is some doubt whether it is available to a foreigner. 
Another Polish pilot, Zabski, achieved a climb of 2,816 metres 
(9,298 feet), the highest of the meeting. Of British pilots, 
Mr. Watt went. 96 miles and Mr, Neilan 46 miles, but Mr. 
Wills, after reaching the next west-facing slope and soaring 
over it for two hours while he watched others go by overhead, 
was unable to pick up any thermals at that low height. 

The last day of-the main competitions, Saturday, July 17, 
was not.an easy day for distance flights, and only two pilots 
achieved over a hundred miles, Sandmeier, of Switzerland, and 
Hanna Reitsch, of Germany. Mr. Wills went 38 miles and 
Mrs. Price a shorter distance. 

So much for cross-country work; but in the second week 
there has also been some excitement in the realm of duration 
flying. 


Accidental Record 


The Falcon III two-seater distinguished itself on Monday, 
July 12, by unwittingly setting up a new international record. 
‘There being rather a ‘boisterous west wind that day, It was 
decided to ballast the machine by. putting both pilots in 
together. The Falcon is regarded as the joke of the meeting; 
the Swiss refer to it as ‘the ‘‘ flying bath-tub,’’ while to the 
more romantic Germans it is known as the ‘‘ honeymoon sail- 
plane '’ (it has- side-by-side seating). So when, just before 
11 o'clock, the machine took off with Mr. J. S. Fox at the 
controls and Flt. Lt. W. B. Murray turning round to wave 
farewell to the crowds, there arose the biggest roar of laughter 
that the Wasserkuppe has heard for many years. 

The competition rules require that duration flights, when 
they have lasted an hour, must be continued at some other 
place at least 5 kilometres from the Wasserkuppe summit, so 
before long the Falcon moved off to a long west-facing slope 
about four miles downwind, over which it remained for the 
test of the day, the two pilots taking turns at the 
controls. A landing had to be made when darkness set in, 
by which time the flight had lasted 9 hr. 48 min. It so 
happens that, among the new international records which the 
H.A.1, decided last: January to recognise, is one for longest 
duration by a sailplane with two occupants, and, although 
longer flights in two-sdaters have been made in the past, this 
will be the first. such record to be officially recognised ! 

Having put up this splendid achievement, Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Murray decided that the next thing to do was to better it. 
Consequently. next morning, soon after sunrise, their team was 
routed out of »bed,: the Sportleitung was awakened and 
requested to blow the. official starting hooter, and the Falcon 
got into the air again at 6.30 a.m. But alas! the wind proved 
insuflicient-to keep both pilots up together. 


Apart from this international record, the Falcon was in the’ 


Tanning for one: of the chief prizes of the competitions, the 
prize for greatest total duration. This is reckoned by a system 
o allotting points, in’such a way that no points are earned 
for the first 24 ‘hours of a flight, after which the number of 
Ponts mounts up at an increasing rate the longer the flight 
Proceeds. The Falcon's chief rival for this prize was an 
Austnan single-seater machine. flown in turn by Frl. von 
Roretz and Herr Frena. “After the “ record ” flight the posi- 
ot Pig Austrian machine, 261.8 points; Falcon, 217.25 

ints, 
adding another 1.1 points to his total. F 

As an example of the large amount Of soaring which goes 


on in Germany at the present ‘time, an incident which occurred ° 


daring: a flight-by ‘Mr. Fox in the Falcon on Friday, July 26, 
‘S Worth mentioning. A Rhénsperber sailplane—not one of 


FLIGHT. 


Afterwards Herr Frena made a flight of 2 hr. 37 min.,” 


99 


the competitors—appeared out of the blue and gate-crashed 


- into a thermal current in which Mr.. Fox was ‘circling; it 


stayed in the thermal until it had gained enough height to 
make a landing on the aerodrome near the summit. It turned 
out to be one of three machines making a ‘' goal flight "’ to 
the Wasserkuppe from the aeroplane-towing school at Darm- 
stadt; a second machine arrived shortly afterwards, while the 
third was found in the evening on one of the lower slopes. 

There had been a similar occurrence a few days before, 
when a woman pilot landed a sailplane on the Wasserkuppe 
aerodrome and announced that she had just come from the 
Hornberg gliding school near Stuttgart, 125 miles to the south. 
She was merely making the qualifying distance flight for her 
" Silver C’’ certificate. 


The Winners 


The prize distribution on Sunday evening, July 18, was 
preceded by a ceremony at the German aviators’ war memorial, 
a bronze eagle perched on a rocky knoll just below the moun- 
tain top. The team leaders of each nation represented in the 
competitions—Britain, Jugoslavia, Austria, Poland, Switzer- 
Jand, Czechoslovakia and Germany—each laid a wreath at the 
foot of the memorial on behalf of their teams, Professor D. 
Brunt performing this service for the British team. 

The prizes were then announced by the President of the 
Aero Club of Germany, Wolfgang von Gronau, and subse- 
quently distributed by him at a dinner to which everyone 
connected with the competitions was invited—about 600 per- 
sons in all. 

The winner of the chief prize of R.M. 2,500 was Heini Ditt- 
mar, of Germany, tormerly the holder of three world’s gliding 
records. He also won a -prize offered by the German Chan- 
cellor. His score was 1,662.5 pomts. 

The next four in order of total points gained also received 
money prizes. They were: Ludwig Hofmann, with 1,427 
points; Wolfgang Spite, 1,325 points (both Germans); the 
Swiss pilot Sandmeier with 1,127, and. the German Kurt 
Schmidt with 1,116 points; Fraulein Hanna Reitsch, in the 
sixth place with 1,104 points, received a prize from the 
German aviation industry. , 

Actually the points were awarded to machines, not to pilots, 
and the twelfth place in the list was taken by the King Kite 
flown by Fit. Lt, P. M. Watt, with Mr. D. G. Hiscox as 
relief pilot. It earned 440-5 points, a figure which was exceeded’ 
by three Polish machines, one Swiss and one Austrian, in 
addition to those already mentioned. The Hjordis, which was 
flown entirely by Mr. P. A. Wills, achieved r4th place with 
270.5 points; the two-seater Falcon HI earned 217:25 points, 
and the other King Kite, flown in turn by Mr. J. C. Neilan 
and Mrs. Ronald Price, 127.5 points. There were 28 machines 
entered for the competitions, of which 22 earned points. 

The other chief prizes, of R.M. 1,c00 each, were awarded 
for the longest distance flight, the greatest absolute height, 
and the greatest aggregate duration measured in points, 


Some Comparisons 


The distance prize had to be divided among the German 
pilots Dittmar and Frl Reitsch and the Polish pilot Mynarski, 
all of whom reached the Fiihisbiittel aerodrome at Hamburg 
on the first day of the meeting. The height prize was won by 
Zabski, of Poland, with a climb of 9,298 ft. on the last day 
but one. It is of interest that Flt, Lt. Watt achieved the 
second best climb, one of 7,644 ft. 

The duration prize went to the Austrian machine, of Rhén- 
sperber type, in which Herr Frena put up a total duration of 
1g hours 1 minute. - 

Comparing the various national teams, it may be said that, 
next to the Germans, the Polish team showed the greatest all- 
round ability; the Swiss had a pilot of exceptional skill in 
Herr Sandmeier; while the-British pilots showed themselves 
on the whole better at cross-country flying than the Aus- 
trians, Only one of the four Czechoslovak machines earned 
points, while the Jugoslav machine, which only arrived half 
way through the meeting, earned none. 

The kindness and hospitality of our German hosts has been 
overwhelming. Everything possible has been done to help the 
visiting teams in any difficulties they may encounter. To take 
a single instance, one of the King Kites, in an effort to avoid 
some trees after a pcor launch, broke its fuselage clean in half 
and suffered other damage; yet, by staying up half the night 
and .continuing the work all next day, the staff of the repair 
workshop had the machine ready to fly again by the following 
morning. ~ And they absolutely refused to take one pfennig. — 

The British team has had a wonderful time, and there is 
universal regret that the meeting is over. A. BE. S: 


